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TAKE-AWAY 

Many conservatives say they are for constitutional government and they oppose 
unconstitutional government acts, programs, and power. 

The question is: Why? 

Why should any United States citizen support the idea of their own government staying 
within the boundaries of the Constitution? Why should any citizen be concerned if and 
when government exercises power not authorized by the Constitution?   

Why should conservatives or other Americans remain faithful to a Constitution that is 
almost two and a half centuries old? Is it mere stubbornness? Or dogmatism? Is it a 
prejudice for that which is old-fashioned and traditional? Or an unwillingness or 
inability to adapt to new and changing circumstances?  

The answer: No.  

Citizens should support the Constitution because it is wisely designed and the best 
means for you, the individual, and those you love, to be free and independent, to 
flourish, to be productive, and to pursue health and happiness.  

The Constitution is designed to secure the natural liberty and private property of each 
citizen. This noble end is the summation of the purposes listed in the Constitution’s 
Preamble:  

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

A union in which all citizens are free and secure in their own property is a “more perfect 
union.” It is a union characterized by justice, tranquility, defenses against foreign 
enemies, and citizens enjoying the blessings of liberty as they work productively to 
promote their own well-being and the general welfare of their loved ones.  
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When the United States government pursues Constitutional ends via Constitutional 
means, the results are good and beautiful. In following case studies, we will examine in 
more detail what Constitutional government actually looks like, what it does, and how, 
as well as what the Constitution means and why.  

In this case study, we will make the case for constitutional government indirectly, or in 
the negative, by analyzing the injustices and problems intrinsic to unconstitutional 
government. When those in government pursue unconstitutional goals and exercise 
unconstitutional powers, one or more of the following typically occurs: 

1. Unconstitutional government violates the individual rights of citizens it is 
supposed to protect.  

2. Unconstitutional government fails to achieve the results promised and 
predicted.  

3. Unconstitutional government makes existing problems worse and/or creates 
new problems. 

4. Unconstitutional government incentivizes crony corruption.  

1. VIOLATING RATHER PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS 

• When those in government pursue unconstitutional ends via unconstitutional 
means, it requires violating rather than protecting the individual rights of citizens 
because it requires confiscating property from citizens and controlling whatever 
government does not take.  

• When citizens come to fear their own government as a great threat to their own 
property and liberty, the very possibility of civil society becomes threatened. 
Citizens start to ask the ancient question: Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? Or, who 
will guard us from the guardians? (To which we at The Vino & Veritas Society answer: 
Nos Sumus custodes! Or, we will be the guardians!) 

• Examples of unconstitutional ends:  

• Subsidies for politically preferred groups of citizens, businesses, other 
organizations, and foreign governments 

• Replacing elected-representative government with a permanent government 
of unelected experts 
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• Quality control within private businesses 

• Business practices within private businesses (such as with whom one trades, 
to whom one offers jobs, what wages and salaries one offers to pay, what 
one charges for products and services one offers for sale) 

• Abolishing drug use 

• Abolishing privately owned firearms 

• Controlling liquor consumption 

• Controlling what medicines citizens may and may not ingest 

• Universal education 

• Universal healthcare 

• Attempting to control the global environment and/or the universe. 

• Examples of unconstitutional means that violate the rights of citizens:  

• Taking money (and other forms of private property) from some, using it to 
line the pockets of government employees, and giving the remainder to 
politically preferred groups of citizens, businesses, other organizations, and 
foreign governments 

• Regulating businesses and/or entire industries 

• Regulating what citizens do with their own property 

• Regulating the choices citizens make 

2. FAILING TO ACHIEVE PROMISED & PREDICTED RESULTS  

• The New Deal, during the presidential administrations of Franklin D. Roosevelt, was 
the first expansive, programmatic, thematic exercise of unconstitutional 
government power in American history. It was a boondoggle. After years of 
unprecedented spending, taxing, and regulatory control, all while FDR promised 
jobs for the unemployed, housing for the homeless, and food for the hungry, every 

VINOANDVERITASSOCIETY.COM  Page  of 3 7

March 2021 

CASE STUDY:  
THE CASE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT



metric of poverty remained chronically high including unemployment, 
homelessness, and hunger. Since the New Deal, unconstitutional progressive 
programs and policies have consistently failed to achieve promised and predicted 
results.  

• Unconstitutional government spending on education, per student, has skyrocketed 
since the 1970s, yet academic achievements and test scores have either remained 
level or actually dropped. Below is a graph prepared by the Cato Institute, showing 
increases in unconstitutional education spending and student performance. There 
are many other data sets demonstrating the same story of failure. 

• The unconstitutional War on Drugs was launched in 1971 with a promise to achieve 
victory in the fight to end drug use in the United States. It has now cost taxpayers 
nearly $2 trillion. Not only are rates of drug use in the United States higher now 
than when the War on Drugs began, the drugs being used have become more 
dangerous and deadlier. 
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• The unconstitutional War on Poverty was launched in 1964 with a promise to 
achieve victory in the fight to end poverty in the United States. It has now cost 
taxpayers nearly $25 trillion, which is more expensive than all the military wars from 
the American Revolution to today, combined. Rates of poverty were declining prior 
to 1964, among all demographic groups, including black Americans who faced the 
terrible challenges of Jim Crow and racial injustices. After the War on Poverty, 
poverty rates in the United States leveled and then began to climb. 

• These are merely a few examples of unconstitutional government programs that fail 
to achieve the results promised and predicted. One can find many other examples 
at all levels of government, federal, state, and local. Government promises of 
“affordable housing” are followed by increases in housing prices. Government 
promises of “affordable health care” are followed by increases in the price of health 
care. Government promises of reliable energy result in millions of people shivering, 
hungry, and desperate when the lights and heat go off.  

3. MAKING EXISTING PROBLEMS WORSE & CREATING NEW PROBLEMS 

• Unconstitutional regulations make things more expensive, which creates new 
problems, especially for the poor. Regulations increase the costs of housing, 
medicines, food, as well as many other goods and services. 

• Unconstitutional regulations stifle innovation and invention. Quality tends to 
decline, rather than improve. Heavily regulated businesses prefer to lower their own 
liability by doing what the regulators command them to do, rather than doing what 
is best, wisest, most valuable, or most efficient. 

• Unconstitutional regulations make it more expensive and more difficult to start a 
new business. This is disadvantageous for poor people who are already struggling 
and want to improve their lives through entrepreneurial risk, work, and ambition.  

• Unconstitutional subsidies for individuals incentivize dependency, idleness, and 
irresponsibility, which correlate strongly with increases in various forms of personal 
and substance abuse as well as rates of neglect, depression, suicide, and mass 
random murders.   

• More unconstitutional spending requires more taxing, which means fewer dollars in 
the pockets of those who need to pay for shelter, food, medicines, and other life 
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necessities. In some states, for example, when a person buys a gallon of gas for his 
car, more than 20% of what he pays goes to government.  

• More unconstitutional spending is often accompanied by government printing more 
money, which causes inflation, and decreases the value of the money you have in 
your wallet and in your checking and savings accounts. Inflation is literally a form of 
theft of which few people are aware. 

• The typical solutions offered by progressives to the problems created by 
unconstitutional government regulations and spending are more unconstitutional 
government regulations and spending. 

4. CRONY CORRUPTION 

• When the political class confiscates large amounts of money from citizens, the 
temptation to enrich themselves and their crony political friends becomes almost 
irresistible. (Recent examples include the Clinton Foundation, Hunter Biden’s 
employment at Barisma, and the charity run by Dr. Vanessa Kerry, John Kerry’s 
daughter, funded by the State Department at the very moment John Kerry was 
Secretary of State.) They get wealthy not by producing value for others and not 
within the business realm of robust competition. Rather, they get wealthy by 
channeling your money through government to themselves, their family members, 
and their friends.  

• When the political class regulates entire industries, the temptation to grant waivers, 
exemptions, and other special perks to their crony friends in business becomes 
almost irresistible. If you are trying to run an honest business, and compete 
honestly against other businesses, the challenge becomes virtually impossible if you 
have to compete against businesses that receive special treatment from 
government that your business does not.  

• When government creates many unconstitutional agencies that employ large 
numbers of unconstitutional bureaucrats, those bureaucrats and the unions that 
represent them become a money laundering service for the political class: Money 
taken from taxpayers is paid to bureaucrats in the form of salaries, some of which is 
taken by unions, which then donate that money to re-elect members of the political 
class.  
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• With near-guaranteed personal job security, those in government have little to fear 
from fellow citizens. Those in the political class are easily tempted to ignore the very 
commands, regulations, and rules they impose on you and others. They become an 
elite class who answers to no one and does whatever they want to do. Living that 
kind of privileged lifestyle is why so many politicians are so willing to exercise 
unconstitutional government power. 

SUMMARY 

For all these reasons, we would be wise, just, and caring to oppose unconstitutional 
government. And the best way to oppose unconstitutional government is to demand 
constitutional government.  

SUMMARY 

For a summary of the ideas listed above, see Dr. Krannawitter’s recent essay in 
Newsweek, “Lifestyles of the Rich & Privileged Political Class.”  

For more detailed analyses and original source evidence, see Dr. Krannawitter’s book-
length work of satire, Save the Swamp: Career Guidebook for Budding Bureaucrats.  
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