
**Note: This document should be used as a companion to The Vino & Veritas Society video case study for 
April 2021 found in the Library section on vinoandveritassociety.com** 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS CASE STUDY 

Democrats have made no secret about their intention to increase the federal minimum 
wage from the current $7.25/hour to $15/hour.  

They attempted to include the minimum wage increase in their recent $1.9 trillion 
“Covid Relief” spending package, but the Senate parliamentarian ruled that the 
minimum wage measure violated the Senate’s reconciliation guidelines and had to be 
removed from the bill. 

Congressional Democrats will likely try again to raise the federal minimum wage, 
probably sooner than later.  

The purpose of this case study is twofold:  

First, to remind Guardians and Poor Richards of The Vino & Veritas Society of the many 
problems of raising the federal minimum wage (including the problem of having a federal 
minimum wage).  

Second, to practice responding to arguments and emotional appeals, popular among 
progressives, in support of raising the federal minimum wage. 
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OVERTON WINDOW: NO FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE? 

To be clear: The federal minimum wage—any federal minimum wage—is 
Constitutionally illegitimate. The United States Constitution nowhere grants any power 
to Congress (or the President, or the Supreme Court) to command how much money 
private business owners must pay others in exchange for work.  

Further, the federal minimum wage is immoral on several counts. Those who pass 
minimum wage laws and later raise the minimum wage rates: 

• Wrongfully prevent some young people from getting entry-level, first time jobs and 
work experience. 

• Wrongfully increase the operating expenses for business owners. 

• Wrongfully command private property (business) owners how much they must pay 
others in exchange for productive work. 

• Wrongfully incentivize automating work that would otherwise be done by people 
who want to work, want to earn money, and want work experience. 

These and related subjects will be discussed further in the training video produced 
exclusively for members of The Vino & Veritas Society. 

And, while these Constitutional and moral facts are important, they are not decisive for 
millions of our fellow citizens who assume without analysis that raising the federal 
minimum wage is the moral and right thing to do. Depending on the audience, it might 
be outside the Overton Window to suggest abolishing the federal minimum wage 
altogether.  

KNOW THY ENEMY 

To that end, we have assembled several short pieces of content, some of which provide 
summary critiques of the federal minimum wage and expose its ugly, tribal origin, and 
others that are examples of the very kind of arguments and emotional appeals with 
which your fellow citizens will be inundated as progressives encourage them to support 
an increase in the federal minimum wage. 

We should do what we can to inspire our fellow citizens to think critically about the 
federal minimum wage, or, at least, to feel and emote in ways that are good for 
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expanding individual liberty. As you reflect on this subject, therefore, please consider 
the following pieces of content: 

1. This short essay in Forbes magazine offers an overview of the bad consequences 
that result from increases in the minimum wage, including higher unemployment, 
small businesses closing, and fewer opportunities for young people to gain 
employment experience.  

Does the Forbes article make a (morally) compelling argument against raising the federal 
minimum wage? 

2. The same progressives who, a century ago, were interested in eugenics were also 
the ones advocating for minimum wage laws, and for largely the same reason: to 
weed out of the workplace and out of society those deemed to be “unfit,” including 
“inferior races.” See this little piece published by the good folks at the American 
Institute for Economic Research.  

Is it useful to remind progressives and/or other Americans today that the political 
movement of which they are part began with experiments in race-based eugenics, and 
that minimum wage laws were connected to the progressive admiration for eugenics? 

3. The New York Times presents the argument that increasing the federal minimum 
wage will decrease suicides, clearly implying that anyone who opposes an increase 
in the federal minimum wage does not care about people dying from suicide.  

How would you respond to someone who says we should support raising the federal 
minimum wage because it will lead to a decrease in suicides? 

4. Apparently immigrants want an increase in the United States federal minimum 
wage, even though they are not United States citizens. Again, the implication is 
clear: If you oppose increasing the federal minimum wage, then you don’t care 
about or you actively hate immigrants. And you are probably racist, to boot.   

Should the federal minimum wage be part of the larger discussion regarding 
immigration?  Why or why not? 
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5. U.S. Representative Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez insists that not only is it “deeply 
shameful” that we have to discuss raising the federal minimum wage—she thinks it 
is so obviously good that it should simply be done, immediately, without any 
discussion—she also thinks that it’s good politics for both the Democratic Party and 
the Republican Party because so many voters of both parties support raising the 
federal minimum wage.  

Let’s suppose, for the sake of argument, that no one is capable of changing Ms. Ocasio-
Cortez’s opinion on this and related matters. Still, if you had an opportunity to discuss 
this topic with her, in the presence of others, what might you say that would be morally 
or intellectually appealing to those watching and listening to your conversation?  

Of the five pieces of content linked above, all of which are about the federal minimum 
wage, how would you respond to numbers 3, 4, and 5 in a way that would pique the 
interest of fellow citizens or plant in their minds the seeds of some new ideas or new 
ways of thinking about this subject?  

IF YOU WERE UNABLE TO ACCESS ANY OF THE HYPERLINKS IN THE SUMMARY ABOVE, PLEASE 
COPY AND PASTE THE CORRESPONDING LINK BELOW: 

1. https://www.forbes.com/sites/jackkelly/2019/07/10/the-unintended-consequences-of-
the-15-minimum-wage 

2. https://www.aier.org/article/minimum-wages-had-a-eugenic-intent/ 

3. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/10/opinion/minimum-wage-mental-health.html 

4. https://indyweek.com/news/voices/op-ed-immigrants-fight-for-15/ 

5. https://youtu.be/_4I2v_koJhE 
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